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PROPOSAL SUMMARY 

Proposal name 

 
 
Inverleigh Youth Precinct Proposal 

Proposal Applicants 

 
On behalf of the Inverleigh Community 
Mrs Deborah Morrison   
P: 0428 794 500 
E: stsbh@bigpond.com      
 
Mrs Christine Windle 
P: 0403 267 286 
E: windlechristine@gmail.com  

Proposal description 

 
The Inverleigh Youth Precinct has been proposed for the development of a multi-function youth site that includes a Bike Pump Track, 
Skate Park and Basketball Court. The Council owned parkland at the nominated site will be re purposed and landscaped to incorporate a 
range of features that appeals and challenges youth in the community. While being a valuable asset for the Inverleigh community, it will 
also be a drawcard for families travelling through the town to stop and explore Inverleigh.  

Proposal location 

 
Address: EAST STREET INVERLEIGH 3321 
Lot and Plan Number: Lot 1 & Lot 2 TP385744 
Standard Parcel Identifier (SPI): 1\TP385744 
Local Government Area (Council): GOLDEN PLAINS  
Council Property Number: 23000010 (Part) 
Directory Reference: VicRoads 523 O9 

Landholder type  
 
Local Government – Golden Plains Shire Council  

 
Supportive organisations 

 
Inverleigh Progress Association 

 
Total funding amount  

 
$600,000 
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INVERLEIGH YOUTH PRECINCT PROPOSAL  
INTRODUCTION 
 

A youth precinct with more facilities suited to older youth in Inverleigh is required by our growing community. The Golden Plains Shire Council (GPSC) Inverleigh 

Structure Plan states that in 2016, 26.6% of the population was aged between 0 and 17 with a forecast for this population to increase significantly. A challenging and 

inclusive youth precinct will be a focal point for youth to interact and a major tourism draw card. The proposed location in Yerram Yaluk Bun works in well with the 

proximity to the Hamilton Highway, existing Playspace, and public amenities and is within a short walk to the local shops. This proposal is greatly supported by local 

families, clubs and groups for the community benefits it offers.  

A lack of youth facilities in Inverleigh was highlighted significantly during 2020 when young people in Inverleigh suffered under COVID lockdown restrictions that limited 

the amount of time and distance travelled to exercise outdoors. The impact on Inverleigh youth was a lack of social interaction, less physical activity and lack of 

incentives to leave home, all the while dealing with home school attendance and cancelled sporting activities. Impacts were mental, physical and social. 

During the periods of lockdown, bike riding became an activity favoured by many, with some youth creating their own bike jumps in areas around the town and 

particularly on the banks of the Leigh River. These jumps were closed down by the Golden Plains Shire Council for safety, erosion and conservation reasons. Vandalism at 

the local Primary School led to the school site, with its basketball court, being closed for public use. 

There was a definite level of anger and frustration being aired by the Inverleigh community at the lack of facilities for older youth during these periods of lockdown.  In 

response, a Facebook page called the Inverleigh Youth and Support Group, was set up for people to express their views and suggestions in a constructive manner. Young 

people, their families and others pointed out that Inverleigh youth are not well catered for. Many people agreed with the closing of the self-made bike jumps but also 

agreed that something needed to be done for the youth, so that they had something positive to do and so that they would feel valued members of the community.   

In February 2021, the Inverleigh Progress Association conducted a community wide youth survey to see what facilities and services were wanted by Inverleigh youth and 

also asked about the impact of COVID. The survey resulted in 192 community members responding. 42% of the respondents were under the age of 20. The results of the 

survey showed the greatest support for a new bike facility, skatepark and basketball court with the emphasis on the bike facility being challenging for older youth of 

intermediate and advanced riding abilities.  

It is therefore proposed that Inverleigh Youth Precinct could incorporate a bike pump track, new skate park and full basketball court. The precinct is proposed for Yerram 

Yaluk Bun behind the new Inverleigh Playspace and would also need to incorporate a shelter with seating and picnic tables, connected concrete pathways and additional 

car parking spaces adjacent to the site. It would need to be designed and landscaped in way that is sensitive to the surrounding natural environment and the Leigh River.  
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THE INVERLEIGH YOUTH PRECINCT PROPOSAL 
 

The proposed Inverleigh Youth Precinct would incorporate 3 new youth facilities and a number of key supporting structures and features.  

The new facilities to be considered as a priority are:  

1. Asphalt Bike Pump Track  

2. Skatepark 

3. Basketball full court 

The supporting structures and features to be considered as integral to the proposal are:  

- Additional car parking 

- Connecting concrete paths with full disability access  

- A solid shelter with picnic tables 

- Additional seating options 

- Suitable landscaping that links to the existing Inverleigh Playspace.   
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF THIS PROPOSAL?  
The benefits of the proposal are significant to the Inverleigh community as a whole. Outlined below are some of the specific benefits we would expect to see:  

Inverleigh youth  
– improved sense of having been listened to and the opportunity for civic involvement 

– improved mental, physical and social health through meeting and participating in activities 

– increased connection to community and contact with diverse age groups within the community 

– regulated safety while undertaking challenging activities 

– for youth directly involved it would promote a sense of achievement and will encourage them and others to take part in future collaborations 

Families  
– improved confidence that members of all ages have opportunities to be actively and safely engaged in their own community 

– a broader range of activities catering to all age groups will make Inverleigh a more inclusive and enjoyable destination 

Community members of all ages  

– interactions with youth will become more common place for community members of all ages, encouraging a greater sense of mutual community membership 

and connection. This will promote a greater sense of shared responsibility for facilities and each other 

– there will be opportunities for everyone to use the facilities 

– flow on effects in mental and physical health and general confidence and well-being as part of enhanced community connectedness.  

– learning about and increased respect for diversity and different ages, stages and experiences 

– flow on effect for local sporting and community groups due to greater social cohesion, communication and understanding of the power of civic contributions 

– increase the level of civic pride and promote the idea of “Love where you live!” 

Local businesses and tourism 

– the economic benefits of increased visitors stopping in town and buying from local businesses  

– increased use of the river walks and visitors to the other natural and heritage features of our town 

School children 
– encourages use of the facilities for educational activities 

– a reduction in the use of the school grounds after hours 
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THE PROPOSED SITE  
 

The proposed Inverleigh youth precinct site is at Yerram Yaluk Bun and would be beside and behind the Inverleigh Playspace.  
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REFERENCE IMAGES 
Pump tracks and skate parks have a variety of different options in terms of layout and features. The images presented here show some of the variety that could be used 

as reference in development of the pump track and skate park concept for Inverleigh Youth Precinct. 

 



INVERLEIGH YOUTH PRECINCT PROPOSAL  
PUMP TRACK SURFACE MATERIAL 
 

Pump tracks can be constructed with a diverse range of surface materials. Each material has advantages and disadvantages which are outlined below by the Cardinia 

Shire Council in the Alma Treloar Pump Track Concept Plan1 tabled below.  In consultation conducted by the Inverleigh community with track builders, due to the large 

possible user base and lower ongoing maintenance cost, it is recommended that the Inverleigh Youth Precinct pump track is constructed primarily with an asphalt 

surface. A range of feature materials could also be incorporated into the design. 

 

  

                                                           
1 https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/download/downloads/id/2618/alma_treloar_bmx_skate_and_pump_track_concept_report.pdf 



INVERLEIGH YOUTH PRECINCT PROPOSAL  
PUMP TRACK SUPPLIERS 
There are 3 major providers of Asphalt pump tracks in Australia.  

World Trail 

http://www.world-trail.com/  
(07) 4038 2658 
info@world-trail.com 
Office in Geelong 
 
Our all-inclusive range of Asphalt Pump track 
solutions and services, are delivered through a 
streamlined process where World Trail manages all 
aspects of consultation, design and construction. 
This means you have one company in control of the 
project, from inception to completion, thus 
delivering outstanding, innovative recreational 
spaces of high benefit to stakeholders and 
communities. 
 

Common Ground Trails 

https://www.commongroundtrails.com/work  
VIC Office (Kyneton) 
16B Piper Street, Kyneton VIC 3444 
Phone: 0419 168 033 
 
Common Ground offers a diverse range of trail related 
services. Our specialist skillset is derived from extensive 
experience in the planning, architecture, design and 
construction industries. We are responsible for 
numerous successful private and public projects. Our 
unique specialist skills have been combined to offer a 
professional perspective on trail services.  

Dirt Art 

https://www.dirtart.com.au/about/ 
1300 TRAILS (1300 872 457) 
info@dirtart.com.au 
 
 
Dirt Art is one of the world’s most experienced 
providers of trail-based services to the commercial 
bike park industry, with extensive proven 
experience developing successful commercial 
facilities for clients across the world.  Dirt Art offers 
a full range of services to commercial bike park 
developers and operators.  

Barden Ridge, NSW 
 

 

Creswick, VIC 
 

Launceston, TAS 
 

 

 

 

http://www.world-trail.com/
https://www.commongroundtrails.com/work
https://www.dirtart.com.au/about/
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BENCHMARK PROJECTS – PUMP TRACKS 
The following tracks provide examples of benchmarks for the Inverleigh Youth Precinct. The preferred design is one that challenges moderate to experienced riders with 

a range of berms, turns and rollers.  

Creswick Pump Track – Hepburn Shire 

 

 
 
Unlike many traditional dirt pump tracks, the 
Hammon Park Pump Track is covered in bitumen 
for a smoother and faster riding surface for 
mountain bikers, skateboarders and scooter riders 
to enjoy, and is already being hailed by riders for its 
quality. 

Omeo Pump Track – East Gippsland Shire 
Council 

 
The pump track is an undulating asphalt course designed 
around the word ‘Omeo’ and suitable for skill levels from 
beginners to the most advanced. The skills park section on 
a natural surface includes features and components have 
been sourced from the local area and repurposed as 
integral elements. 
 
Built by Common Ground Trails and completed in 2020. 
This was Design and Construct project valued at 
approximately $275,000.  

Alma Treloar Pump Track – Cardinia Shire 

 

 
 

The Alma Treloar Pump Track has been designed to 
be an engaging experience for users of all levels and 
to allow users to progress their skills. In terms of 
progression integration the community indicated 
they would like to see a pump track that catered for 
all abilities. Taking this into account while also 
considering safety for younger beginner riders a 
beginner loop has been designed into the track 
which can also be ridden as part of a larger loop for 
intermediate and advanced riders. The design 
features a range of intermediate and advanced lines 
including optional transfers between features for 
intermediate and advanced users. Most importantly, 
the track has been designed to allow new users with 
little confidence to navigate the track and gradually 
increase their abilities. The image on this page 
demonstrates the potential alignments users can 
take. 
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BENCHMARK PROJECTS – SKATEPARKS 
The designed should be accessible to a wide range of users and age groups, encouraging participation while remaining challenging for expert skaters to develop their 

skills. 

Mt Beauty Skatepark – Alpine Shire 

 

 
 
Design and Build: 
 https://convic.com/ 

Rawson Park – Baw Baw Shire 

 

This project has a number of features integrated.  

 Dynamic and varied skate park surfaces, ramps, 

rails and elements 

 Tennis hit up wall 

 Three-throw basketball court 

 Picnic table, shelter and seating 

 Drink fountains 

 Disability compliant walkways 

 Landscaping, embankments and plantings 

 Grassed kickabout area 

 Additional car parking 

 

Warburton Skate Park – Yarra Ranges Shire 

 

 
 
Design and Build:  
http://precisionskateparks.com/gallery/warburton-skate-
park/ 
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BENCHMARK PROJECTS – INTEGRATED BASKETBALL COURT  
The youth in Inverleigh are strongly advocating for a full size basketball court with the sealed playing surface. In the community consultation undertaken so far, the youth 

clearly indicated that they wanted a full size court to be able to play full court basketball matches and for the flexibility a full court offers. It would also provide 

opportunity to host basketball clinics and act as a training and fitness area. In terms of the Inverleigh Youth Precinct, it would be possible to seamlessly integrate a 

basketball court alongside a Skatepark as shown by the examples below.  

 

Rawson Park – Baw Baw Shire 

 
 

 

Mt Cotton Skate Park - Brisbane 

 
 
Designed and built by Convic. 
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
Inverleigh Community Survey- Youth Facilities and Services 2021 

A short survey was put together by Inverleigh community members on behalf of the Inverleigh Progress Association. As a direct result of the 2020 COVID situation, it was 

identified that the youth could be better supported in our community. It was open for public consultation throughout February 2021 and attracted a total of 192 

responses from a complete range of age groups. 

The purpose of the survey was to help determine what facilities and services are needed in Inverleigh to cater specifically for youth aged between 12 - 20 years old. The 

key questions and responses relating to the Inverleigh youth precinct proposal are shown below.  

Q. In what order would you rank the importance of Inverleigh having the following public facilities for youth (12 - 20yo)?

 

  

BMX track

Bike pump track

Improved swimming access at Barwon / Leigh River Junction

Improved Skate Park

Sealed walking/ riding paths along the river

Ninja Warrior fitness equipment

Stand alone fitness equipment

Basketball Half Court

Combined Basketball / Netball Half Courts

Bike riding track around the new play space

Basketball Full Court

Mini Golf Course

Netball Half Court
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Q. Why do you think it is important to have facilities in Inverleigh that are suitable for youth (aged 12 - 20yo)? 

 

The responses to this question have been summarised by the categories of health and wellbeing, entertainment, social skills, location and behaviour. Many of the 

answers mentioned a cross section of these categories, for example the health and wellbeing of youth was often mentioned with the location being a consideration.  

The community have identified that it is important to have youth facilities located in Inverleigh because we are a regionally based community without easy access to 

surrounding towns. The importance of developing and providing opportunity for social interaction for local youth was tied in closely with the health and wellbeing. A 

number of answers also focussed on the need for youth facilities to encourage positive behaviours rather than destructive behaviours.   

 

Q. What impact do you think the COVID-19 pandemic is having on the health and well-being of youth in the Inverleigh Community? 

The responses to this question were predominantly of the notion that the pandemic has had a huge impact on the youth in our community. The frequent answers 

included the increase of youth feeling stressed, feeling less connected and isolated, feeling sad that they can’t see their friends, increased screen time, feeling anxious, 

depressed and bored, feeling trapped, a perceived increase in  youth obesity, and a noted reduction in social skills.  

 

  

Behaviour

Location

Social Skills

Entertainment

Health and Wellbeing
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION CONTINUED 
Community conversations 

The Inverleigh Community Youth Survey results were shared with the Inverleigh Progress Association (IPA), young people and Inverleigh Community members which led 

to a number of community conversations. Main points from the conversations were: 

- Feedback was extremely positive towards developing a youth precinct. 

- Site - utilising joint amenities and near other facilities so that families and others have joint access and having adults in the vicinity can provide safety and support 

for youth.  

- The existing playground is aimed at younger children. 

- The current skate park is inadequate for the number of people trying to use it. A group of young people volunteered to assist with consultations on design. 

- Everyone agreed that there was a need for facilities for the youth age group where they could meet, have fun, and engage in physical activities with appropriate 

challenges. 

- Facilities for young people need to be local so that young people can easily access them. 

- There is a BMX track at Teesdale but no public transport from Inverleigh to nearby towns. 

- A pump track would make a point of difference to bike track facilities in nearby towns.  

- What type of pump track? Everyone agreed that the track should be challenging and appeal to older riders.  

- Discussion with Ballarat Shire officers revealed that their modular track at Victoria Park is used by younger riders up to about 12 years. They are installing two 

more challenging asphalt pump tracks to appeal to older riders. Concern over the look and maintenance of dirt tracks was expressed by some people. The 

Ballarat Shire Officer said that an important consideration in selecting asphalt tracks was that they would maintain their safety design integrity and low 

maintenance as they do not offer the opportunity for modifications made by users that dirt tracks do. 
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION CONTINUED 
June 23rd Consultation @ Youth Pop-Up Space, Inverleigh Public Hall.  

At the Youth Pop-Up Space on the 23rd June 2021, 4 community members chatted with most of the 35 attending youth and recorded their ideas. Specific conversations 

about bike tracks and basketball courts led to valuable input to help guide this proposal. 

 

Poster 1 – Pump Track. Picture of an asphalt pump track. 
Would you use a pump track like this one in Inverleigh? Yes - 30  

What would you personally use on a pump track? 

Bike – 21        Skateboard – 4          Remote control car – 2           Scooter – 12            Run around – 5 

What might other people you know use on a pump track?  

Bike – 7                  Skateboard – 6                  Remote control car – 2                  Scooter – 7               Run around - 1 Roller blading – 2                  Roller skates – 2 

Ideas for Pump Track Design?   

Suggestions were: Asphalt design; spongey softer part/zone for little kids/beginner older riders could be good; cater for a variety of riding challenge levels from beginner 

to advanced; include berms, rollers and opportunities for jumps.  

 

Other Comments 

- If we had a pump track, people who might think now that they would not use one could see what it is and they might try it and enjoy it. 

- People who do not have equipment to use on a pump track might get equipment if there was somewhere local to use it. 

- It would be a good place to hang out and see what other people are doing. 

- You could meet your friends there and you could get there yourself. 

- You would learn from other kids. You could make new friends 

- Five young people volunteered to help with pump track consultations. 
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION CONTINUED 
June 23rd Consultation @ Youth Pop-Up Space, Inverleigh Public Hall.  

Poster 2 – Basketball Court. Pictures of half court, full court and double half court. 
Which court do you prefer for Inverleigh? 

Full Court – 35   

There was an overwhelming request for a full court and that it could be used for many activities and could cater for more people and activities at one time, as well as for 

full games, clinics and training activities. 

 

What activities could you use a full court for? 

 

Basketball            Netball           Rollerblading            Skateboards              Bikes  - Learning to ride           

 

Scooters             Pacman            Down ball            Footy          Ball skills development 

 

It was noted that you could do the same things on a half court of a double half court but not so well and you couldn’t play a basketball or netball game. 

 

Other comments 

 

─ You can get netball rings with basketball rings on the back. 

─ Kids need to be able to change the rings easily when they want to play there. 

─ You could put different lines for different activities. 
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PROJECT BUDGET (TBD) 
 

 Income Expenditure 

Grants (Commonwealth) $ 0   

Grants (State) Other than this program $ 0 Administration costs $  

Grants (Local Government) $ 0 Pump Track $ 

Contributions (Community Groups) $ 0 Skate Park $ 

Fundraising and Donations $ 0 Basketball Court – Full  $ 

In Kind Contributions $ 0 Operational Costs $ 

  Clean up and landscaping  $  

Other Income (please specify) $ 0 Council Costs 
- Permits and approvals 
- Signage 

Compliance audit 

$ 

  Community Opening  $ 

  Contingency $ 

    

    

    

Total Income $ 0 Total Expenditure $ 600,000 

 

 

 


